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I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 7:05.

II. Introductions.  Committee members present were: Melvin Band, Hope Blaythorne, Dr. 
Raymond Boccuti, Maryna Chuma, Chris Cortellessa, Charlie Huchet, Christina Lang, Catherine 
Learmonth, Elliot Lewis, David Lieberman, Amy Mangano, Megan O'Brien, Marlene Panzica, Nevin 
William Rae, Summer Streitfeld, John Vaughn, Gwen Vogelsang and Susan Atkinson.  Community 
members present were: Max Chuma, Meka Chuma, Mia Chuma, Amanda Elefante, Marianne Elias, 
Dan Fest, Mary Firth, Vivian Francesco, Karen Freeman, Eileen James, Alison Kingsley, Kate 
McGinnis, Lesley Vitelli, Juli Vogelsang, Tamara Warren and Kurt Zander.

III. Informational Presentation.  Dr. Raymond Boccuti, Christina Lang and Amy Mangano 
reported on the district's ongoing efforts to prevent and address bullying and promote a healthy and safe 
environment.  

A. Dr. Boccuti shared information obtained at a Pennsylvania School Boards Association 
conference on traditional bullying and cyberbullying (law is evolving; student civil rights must be 
protected; school board policy and administrative regulations must be updated; continue to involve 
parents/guardians, pursue appropriate consequences; follow up with all parties; create positive school 
environment by modeling respectful behavior and setting clear expectations).  At the conference, New 
Hope-Solebury was recognized by the Bucks County District Attorney and the Peace Center for the 
district's efforts to prevent bullying.

B. Dr. Boccuti expressed appreciation for the generous donations that Vivian Francesco has 
made to the NH-S Education Fund to bring Peace Center initiatives to the school.  

C. Amy Mangano is a member of the NH-S Diversity Committee which meets twice per 
month.  The Diversity Committee trained with the Peace Center last summer.

D. The October 2011 professional development day for all NH-S K-12 staff focused on 
bullying awareness/prevention and diversity awareness/appreciation. 

E. In February, the High School professional in-service day focused on cultivating positive 
social relationships and emotional well-being among high school students.

F. LES and UES guidance counselors provide regular curriculum guidance lessons in K-5 
classrooms (for example, “Character Counts” and “Respecting You, Respecting Me”).

G. One of Charles Malone's administrative goals in the Middle School is to dramatically 
reduce the number of bullying and harassment issues.  Mr. Malone, Chris Cortellessa and the Middle 
School teaching staff have undertaken multiple initiatives to achieve that goal.  There has been a 
reduction in bullying and harassment incidents over the course of the year.  The Middle School Anti-
Bullying Task Force hosted a school-wide presentation this year on the impact of bullying and the 
bystander effect.



H. The district hosted John Halligan who spoke to Middle School students and parents 
about losing his son to cyberbullying. 

I. Mr. Malone implemented an advisory program to ensure that every student has a “go to” 
adult.

J. Craig Smith and Mary Schwander continue to teach responsible social networking, and 
the high school hosted a speaker on bullying, cyberbullying and texting this past fall.

K. A “Unity Day” is being planned for the fall of 2012.

IV. Student and public comment included:

Nevin William Rae, a high school student at New Hope-Solebury, stated that the high school is 
a welcoming place and that he believes there are less incidents of bullying in the High School now than 
there were when he was in the Middle School.  He stated that an anonymous written reporting system 
has some value, but that turning to school counselors to report bullying has been easier for him.  He 
commented that he has had very positive experiences with the school counselors in our district.  He 
commented that he does not know of any cyberbullying issues in the district.

Lesley Vitelli stated that bullying often results in long-term repercussions. She questioned what 
is being done at school to teach a children not to bully, and she asked the administration to not “under-
react” to bullying.  She stated that students who witness bullying should be empowered to (1) stand up 
to  help those who are being bullied, and also (2) be mentors to those children who are engaging in 
bullying behavior.  She commented that we need to encourage bystanders to get involved.  She 
commented on the need for parent training.

Tamara Warren stated that NOVA is an excellent resource and noted that bullying seems to be 
starting earlier.  She commented on the importance of assertiveness training.

Summer Streitfeld, a high school student at New Hope-Solebury, commented that bullying 
behavior she has observed is often less physical and more psychological.  She commented that 
cyberbullying is not as pervasive in our district as it seems to be nationally.  She asked that teachers be 
given more tools to help prevent and address bullying.  She stated that bullying is generally 
unacceptable behavior among New Hope-Solebury high school students.

Vivian Francesco suggested that the district determine the significance of the bullying behavior, 
and that students' underlying spirit of sensitivity and respect should be encouraged.

Dan Fest commented that most of our students are good, solid people and that the district needs 
to limit rhetoric about bullying.  He noted that children make mistakes, and we need to avoid labeling 
kids.  He commented on how powerful it is for parents to receive positive comments from the district 
about their children, rather than negative comments.

Karen Freeman spoke in support of active parent involvement after a bullying incident has 
occurred.  She hopes the school will encourage the parents of each child involved in an incident to 
work together.



Eileen James stated that she is a Middle School Health and Physical Education teacher in the 
district and that she is a member of the Anti-Bullying Task Force comprised of teachers who meet twice 
per week with students involved in bullying incidents.  She commented on the need to focus on 
changing bullying behaviors.

Kate McGinniss stated that she is the Upper Elementary School Counselor, and she commented 
that students in the district are offered many options to successfully resolve bullying.  For example, 
students are encouraged to talk confidentially to an adult about bullying.

Juli Vogelsang stated that more opportunity is needed for discussion among students at school 
about bullying behavior and she cautioned that parents of a child who bullies may not always be 
receptive to contact from parents of the victim.  

Max Chuma stated that he is a sixth grader at New Hope-Solebury, and he has learned in Health 
class that actions need to match words.  He noted that often bullying subsides for awhile after an anti-
bullying speaker comes to school, but then bullying behaviors begin again over time.  He noted that 
there should be greater consequences for students who bully others.

Maryna Chuma, a fifth grader at New Hope-Solebury, commented on the special incentives that 
children who bully receive in order to improve their behavior, and suggested that victims of bullying 
should also be made to feel special.

Meka Chuma, stated that she is a parent of children in the district and is a sixth grade teacher in 
the district.  She commented that the term “bullying” may be overused, and she suggested that teachers 
and parents focus more on teaching children to respect one another.

Kurt Zander stated that he is a member of the School Board, and he noted that parents are not 
always willing to communicate and work with other parents in order to assist in resolving bullying 
issues.  He stated that clear operating procedures need to be implemented following a verified bullying 
incident; for example, parents of all children involved should be notified.  He questioned how bullying 
should be handled when it occurs outside of school, but affects the environment in school.

Mary Firth noted that the district's bullying policy is very general and commented that the 
district should have specific procedures in place to address bullying.  She commented on the need for 
anonymous reporting of bullying incidents. 

Marianne Elias, a Bullying Specialist from the Peace Center in Langhorne, described the 
resources that the Peace Center offers students, parents and schools.  She commented on the value of 
the “Respecting Me, Respecting You” program implemented in our district.  She noted that the Peace 
Center can serve as a bridge for parents with schools, the community and the police.  She noted the 
reluctance of students to report bullying.  The Peace Center has an on-line tool to report bullying.  She 
stated that, for parents of children involved in bullying incidents, the resolution process can be very 
complicated and the Peace Center is an excellent resource for guidance. She stated that witnesses 
experience “bystander trauma.”  She also agreed with other comments that the term “bullying” should 
not be overused and the initial focus in educating students should be on respecting one another.

Alison Kingsley, School Board member, noted that bullying is not limited to student behavior, 
but rather exists at all levels.  She urged the district to teach children to stand up for what is right and to 
remind them to support one another.  She noted that bullying is a systemic problem, and that we must 



be vigilant in our efforts to prevent it.  She noted the value in teaching bystanders to intervene, and she 
suggested that older children should be mentoring younger ones about respectful behavior.

Karen Freeman noted that anonymous reporting of bullying deprives the child who is bullying 
of the ability to apologize to the victim.  She commented that children need to be encouraged to talk to 
one another to resolve differences.

V. Subcommittee member comment included:

Chris Cortellessa, Middle School Counselor, noted that every teacher in the Middle School 
building has an advisory group of students.  Students are encouraged to speak to their advisors about 
social and emotional concerns.  She stated that she and Mr. Malone carefully track all bullying 
incidence data and there has been a decrease in incidents over the past year.  She described the work of 
the Anti-Bullying Task Force which meets twice per week to address cases of bullying.  She feels that it 
is not helpful to label “bullies.” Anonymous bullying report forms are available on Ms. Cortellessa's 
web page.  She noted that three groups suffer the effects of bullying: the victims, those who bully and 
the bystanders, and the district seeks to support each of them after a bullying incident.  She noted that 
the district needs to work on involving parents more after a bullying incident even when those parents 
disagree with one another.  The district cannot change student behavior without help from parents.

Catherine Learmonth stated how important it is to inform and involve parents when bullying 
incidents occur.  She suggested that the district's bullying policy require the school to communicate 
with parents about bullying.  She noted that identifying and addressing bullying behavior when 
children are young is key to stopping the behavior.  She commented on the effectiveness and benefits of 
positive reinforcement, and does not think that we should use terms like “bullying”. 

Hope Blaythorne asked whether the district is identifying bullying behavior at a young age.  She 
commented about how important it is to get the attention of parents and children as soon as evidence of 
bullying occurs so that issues can be resolved before the behavior escalates.  She noted that the term 
“bullying” alienates people, and suggested that we speak in terms of teaching “respect” and promoting 
“well-being,” rather than preventing “bullying.”

Megan O'Brien stated that she is a school counselor in New Jersey and she suggested that the 
district policy's definition of bullying should include reference to an “imbalance of power.”  She 
questioned whether the definition is too limited because it only covers behavior that occurs at school. 
She commented on the teachable moments that occur when bystanders witness bullying incidents, and 
noted that bystanders need to be prepared and supported. 

Christina Lang stated that in addition to the specific education initiatives and practices used to 
prevent bullying at the high school, she tries to cultivate a respectful culture on a daily basis by 
expecting students and staff to treat one another with kindness and to listen to one another.

Amy Mangano noted that every bullying incident and the children involved are unique, and 
there is not one path to resolution that applies to every situation.  Students must be offered a variety of 
ways to be heard.  She is planning to have a bullying prevention speaker at a UES “coffee talk” next 
year to help educate parents.  She commented that the effort to prevent bullying is ongoing and every 
person in the building needs to be on board, reinforcing respectful behavior on a daily basis.  She and 
her staff focus on getting students to think about behavior choices every day.



Charlie Huchet recommended reading a Model Policy for Prohibiting Bullying which has been 
developed by the New Jersey Department of Education. He also recommended seeing the movie Bully. 
Mr. Huchet noted that well-developed procedures, with clear reporting and follow-up, are necessary to 
address bullying.  He questioned whether the Middle School has tracked the bullying incidence data. 
He commented on how important it is to understand the scope and nature of bullying in the district.

Nevin William Rae stated that the Gay Straight Alliance is planning to see the movie Bully with 
their advisor, Mrs. Rosenburg, who will lead discussion about the movie.

Maryna Chuma suggested that students form a “bully patrol” to encourage respect among peers 
at recess.

David Lieberman, Director of Pupil Services, noted how important it is to not label rule 
violators.  He suggested that our primary concern should be changing behavior.  He commented on how 
effective peer to peer programs are in cultivating respect among students.  He agreed with other 
comments that the district and parents need to partner to address behavior issues.  He suggested that 
parents should model respectful behavior for their children.

Melvin Band commented on the important role that bystanders play in addressing bullying.  He 
suggested changing the district policy so that every bullying incident would be reported to the school 
board members.  He suggested that the Peace Center rerun a survey about bullying in our district.

Michelle Churchill noted that we need to be careful that the district's definition of bullying is 
not overbroad.  She commented that we need to be realistic about student behavior.  Parents assume 
bystanders will stand up against bullying, but often they do not.  She also noted that the diversity 
among district students is not always readily apparent, and we need to teach sensitivity to all types of 
diversity.

Susan Atkinson thanked all participants for their open and honest comments and noted that the 
information gathered would be used by (1) the administration in their ongoing efforts to prevent and 
address bullying and (2) the Policy Committee as they review and revise the district policies on 
bullying and harassment.  It was decided that the Policy Committee would work with Dr. Boccuti to 
determine future action of the subcommittee.

VI. Ajourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:05.

 


